Shelley Community Association
Minutes of meeting held on Mon 12th Oct 2026

General Discussion on proposed Taylor Wimpey development of 200 homes on fields off Penistone Road.

We were very grateful to Ian Dyson and Shelley Methodist Church for allowing us the use of the Methodist Hall, and to Ward Cllrs Bill Armer and Richard Smith for attending.

112 residents attended and welcomed the information on planning matters given by both Cllrs in a general way.
It was suggested that comments would be better kept back for when the plans are submitted, which we understand could be over the winter.
There was explanation of  how land designation has changed with Green and Grey Belt (Green Belt is to stop towns merging – unclear about protection for villages) and of how planning rules are being changed with an impact on local Councillors being able to intervene. The presumption will be in favour of development and Kirklees will have to demonstrate why it is not needed.
Residents asked their Cllrs what action to take when plans submitted – you can Google ‘Material Planning Concerns’ and each resident in a household has a voice, and copy and paste is not a good idea.
Some residents then moved to form their own group, with a request from SCA that we please be kept informed, and we can hold another open meeting when Taylor Wimpey submit their plans.
Thank you to everyone for coming.

We then went on to our normal meeting:
6 Apologies received, quite a lot of residents stayed for this part too and Ward Cllrs Bill Armer and Richard Smith were joined by Martin Kenworthy of Safer Kirklees

Healey Greave Woods – Motorcross bikes and anti-social behaviour.
Alexandra arranged a site visit to the Woods the following day with Martin Kenworthy of Safer Kirklees, Caroline Newsome the West Yorkshire Wildlife Crime Police Officer and two colleagues, Gary.. and Amber… of Kirklees Parks who mange the wood on behalf of the Crown, David Rowatt of Shelley Conservation and Environment Group and interested residents.
Martin suggested a Friends of Healey Greave Woods which Alexandra has arranged to be part of SCEG, and the residents attending gave their accounts of the growing nuisance of illegal bikes using this wood. There is sympathy for the normal biking that goes on but there is an intimidatory element now that is putting people off enjoying these woods. There can be 7 motorised bikes at any one time, encouraged as ‘Meet-Ups’ on social media. There is also threat to the wildlife habitat.
He reminded us that fires and BBQs are prohibited on Kirklees land.
Because of increased reporting to the police this has now become a priority for the police to respond. Report on-line westyorkshire.police.uk/report-it or call 101 and a description of the bike, the rider and direction of travel helps but never put yourself at risk
Many thanks to Alexandra for trying to find a solution to what could be a growing problem.
Cllrs Bill and Richard promised Village Improvement funding of £1,500 and there may be further funding possible. Many thanks to them.

Zebra Crossing on Penistone Road Lynn Parsley is following up on repairs with Bill.

Cricket Club is asking for sponsorship for permanent practice nets. The CA is going to contribute £300 from last year’s Garden Festival money.

New house at 5 Far Bank replacing existing house – nearby residents requested we look at the plans on Kirklees Planning Portal

The wildlife talk by Caroline Newsome was a huge success – many thanks to her! The Mercer room was full to capacity! We were fascinated and in some cases appalled by her stories. 

Treasurer’s Report: All bills paid and grant for Xmas lights applied for.
Village Hall report: External doors recently maintained

SCEG: Bamboo not removed as yet but we believe building material has.
Small working party cleared along Huddersfield Road
Far Bank in Bloom has been set up by Ian Dyson and Mel Hawthornthwaite, and a small donation approved by SCA for cover the wood needed for a bespoke Christmas Tree opposite the Sports and Social Club.

Social and Community Events:
The Welly Walk will take place on 1st Jan as is traditional.
Emmanuel Church is holding their Christmas Fair in the Village Hall on 28th Nov 10-2pm with Pie and Pea lunch and Santa’s Grotto
The Pierrot Players are putting on their production in the October Half Term with a Saturday matinee for the first time.

Date of next meeting: Mon 9th Nov at 7.30 in Shelley Village Hall. Every resident or person with an interest in Shelley is welcome. It was lovely to see so many at this meeting – please consider coming again.
At 6pm the same night is an Advice Session from West Yorkshire Police and Neighbourhood Watch on how to protect your home – especially useful as the nights draw in. If you want to come to both meetings feel free to bring a sandwich and drink with you!
